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Lesson No. 1 

Introduction to Drama 

What is Drama? 

Definition of Drama 

Drama is a mode of fictional representation through dialogue and performance. It is one of the literary genres, 

which is an imitation of some action. Drama is also a type of a play written for theater, television, radio, and 

film. 

 

In simple words, a drama is a composition in verse or prose presenting a story in pantomime or dialogue. It 

contains conflict of characters, particularly the ones who perform in front of audience on the stage. The person 

who writes drama for stage directions is known as a “dramatist” or “playwright.” 

Types of Drama 

Comedy – Comedies are lighter in tone than ordinary works, and provide a happy conclusion. The intention of 

dramatists in comedies is to make their audience laugh. Hence, they use quaint circumstances, unusual 

characters, and witty remarks. 

Tragedy – Tragic dramas use darker themes, such as disaster, pain, and death. Protagonists often have a tragic 

flaw — a characteristic that leads them to their downfall. 

Farce – Generally, a farce is a nonsensical genre of drama, which often overacts or engages slapstick humor. 

Melodrama – Melodrama is an exaggerated drama, which is sensational and appeals directly to the senses of 

the audience. Just like the farce, the characters are of a single dimension and simple, or may be stereotyped. 

Musical Drama – In musical dramas, dramatists not only tell their stories through acting and dialogue, but 

through dance as well as music. Often the story may be comedic, though it  

Function of Drama 

Drama is one of the best literary forms through which dramatists can directly speak to their readers, or the 

 audience, and they can receive instant feedback of audiences. A few dramatists use their characters as a vehicle 

to convey their thoughts and values, such as poets do with personas, and novelists do with narrators. Since 

drama uses spoken words and dialogues, thus language of characters plays a vital role, as it may give clues to 

their feelings, personalities, backgrounds, and change in feelings. In dramas the characters live out a story 

without any comments of the author, providing the audience a direct presentation of characters’ life 

experiences. 
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Activity for Lesson No. 1   

Define the term ‘drama’ in your own words. 

1. Drama is one genre of literature. List two other genres of literature and define them. 

2. Who is a ‘playwright’? 

3. List two types of Drama and explain them. 

4. Why is drama considered to be one of the best literary forms? 

Lesson No. 2 

Introduction to the Play, The Tempest by William Shakespeare 

The Tempest Characters 

Characters are human beings or animals in novels, stories, and poems. The authors show their beliefs, ideas and 

philosophical foundations through these characters. Major characters in The Tempest by William 

Shakespeare are interesting. A few are deeply disturbing due to the depth of meanings they convey through their 

conversation and actions. Some of the major characters of The Tempest have been discussed below. 

Character  No. 1   

Prospero 

The Tempest revolves around Prospero. He is a complex character. He was wronged by his brother, who seized 

his kingdom. However, he displays his own authority over others, making him difficult to like him. His insistent 

and excessive instructions to Miranda show his love for knowledge. On the other hand, the same love for 

knowledge led him to neglect his subjects and gave his brother a chance to throw him out of his kingdom. He 

uses his magic to punish Caliban and exploit Ariel. This shows his shortcoming which is further demonstrated 

in the case of Ferdinand. His schemes and manipulations bring perfect resolution at the end. His love for 

Miranda and treatment with his enemies make him a likable figure. 
 

Character No. 2 

Miranda 

Miranda is Prospero’s teenage daughter. She demonstrates gentleness and compassionate throughout the play. 

She leaves it to her father to choose a husband for her. Later, Ariel works for Prospero and brings Ferdinand for 

Miranda. She displays mature traits of her character when their conversation turns to life, virginity, and life after 

marriage with Ferdinand. Despite seemingly passive features, Miranda demonstrates two unique events that 

complicate impressions about her character. At first, she scolds Caliban when he tried to violate her chastity. 

This shows her courage. She finds herself obsessed and in love with Ferdinand. She even confesses to being his 

maid if they don’t marry. 

Character  No. 3 

Ariel 

Ariel is a ghostly spirit, working for Prospero. Ariel always protests, asking Prospero to set him free. Prospero 

promises that he would free him, but this doesn’t happen for many years. However, Ariel serves him faithfully. 

Despite having immense abilities and various other spirits at his disposal, Ariel does not rebel against Prospero. 

Ariel demonstrates some compassion for the castaways and helps Prospero to get justice. However, he requests 

Prospero to change, prompting him to win his freedom. Prospero also forgives his enemies. 
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Character No. 4 

Gonzalo 

Gonzalo is Alonso’s counselor. Earlier, he ruled Milan with Prospero and helped him escape his fate. He is 

extremely wise as he filled Prospero’s boat with cloths and books that he loves the most. Later, those books 

help Prospero to exact revenge from his enemies. His act of kindness demonstrates his compassion and 

sympathy toward others. Throughout the play, he continues to display his kindness and gentleness even when 

speaking to Sebastian when he accuses Alonso of Shipwreck. Although at times, he seems unreliable, he does 

not budge from his stand and stays steadfast in his arguments. 

Character No. 5 

Ferdinand 

Ferdinand is the heir to Naples and the faithful son of Alonso. Ferdinand becomes a tool in the hands of 

Prospero through Ariel. He, too, falls in love with Miranda and chooses to marry her. A royal conspiracy 

becomes a royal wedding. However, this simple act of marrying is also key to reclaiming the lost throne. He 

assumes his father is dead in the shipwreck. Later, he agrees to serve Prospero by marrying his daughter. 

Finally, Prospero declares his worthiness for Miranda, and he is happily married. 

Character No. 6 

Caliban 

Caliban is the son of a witch, Sycorax, one of the inhabitants of the island. While his mother is a witch, his 

father is the devil. He is Prospero’s only subject who serves him despite constant rebellion. He is evil by nature 

and uses dirty tricks against his enemies. Prospero does his best to keep Caliban away from Miranda. He also 

tries to molest Miranda. Slowly embraces his dark side and conspires to kill Prospero. It also shows his sub-

human nature that is unpredictable. However, later he tries to give an impression of his understanding of poetry 

and beauty. Except for Gonzalo, he often faces maltreatment from others. Caliban does everything due to 

ignorance and can be compared to a wild animal tamed by Prospero. 

Character  No. 7 

Antonio 

Antonio is Prospero’s brother. He exiles his brother with his daughter after overtaking his kingdom. He 

becomes the duke of Milan after finding his brother’s negligence due to Prospero’s love for knowledge. He is 

least honorable and even conspires with Sebastian to murder his brother. He is later confronted by Ariel and 

Prospero. Unfortunately, he doesn’t feel sorry for his actions. 

Character No. 8 

Trinculo 

Trinculo is an interesting character who makes others smile and sometimes laugh at his timely jests. Trinculo is 

an alcoholic. He serves Alonso despite his passive nature. At times he tries to provide comedy during 

the tragedy, and it is too heavy to bear. Despite Caliban’s spurns, he joins him to assassinate Prospero and take 

over the island. However, he proves a failure in this plan. 

Character No. 9 

Stephano 

Stephano is also a very jolly and intoxicated most of the time. Stephano is Trinculo’s friend and also takes after 

him in being an alcoholic. When he appears on the scene, Caliban takes him as a new master, having similar 
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magical powers. He, along with his group, fails to execute the plan, as he does not have conspiring abilities like 

Trinculo. 

Character No. 10 

Boatswain 

Boatswain is a petty officer of the ship and worked under the captain. He has the control in his hand. Although 

Sebastian and Antonio try to have a brawl with him, he does not budge from his position and continues doing 

his job. He reappears in the last act and states the fate of the crew after the disaster. 

Activity for Lesson No. 2 

 

1. Assignment:  Write a Biography of William Shakespeare. 

 

2. Read and note the characters in the play. 

3. Answer the following questions:  

(a) Who is Ariel and why does he work for Prospero? 

(b) Why does Caliban hate Prospero and Miranda? 

 

 

Lesson No. 3 – Act One Scene One of the play, The Tempest by William Shakespeare 

 

Activity for Lesson No. 3 

 

 

1. Read and analyze Act One Scene one of the play. 

 

2. Answer the following questions based on Act One Scene One. 

 

(a) In the opening of this scene, what are the nobles doing while the storm rages? 

(b) What does Gonzalo suggest the mariners do? 

(c) Where is the ship coming from? 

(d) Who do Sebastian and Antonio curse? 

(e) Where do Antonio, Sebastian, and Gonzalo go when the mariners cry out? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


